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UPPER SANTA CLARA RIVER 
INTEGRATED REGIONAL WATER MANAGEMENT PLAN 

Adoption Hearing 
July 1, 2008 

William S. Hart Hall, Newhall 
Meeting Summary  

 
The purpose of this public hearing was to consider whether or not the USCR Regional 
Water Management Group (RWMG) should adopt the Final Upper Santa Clara River 
Integrated Regional Water Management Plan. The RWMG had previously published a 
notice of intention to adopt the regional plan.  In accordance with Water Code Section 
10541 (d), a public hearing was required within 15 days of publishing the notice of 
intent.  
 
Jeff Ford from the Castaic Lake Water Agency led the meeting. He began by asking the 
representatives from the RWMG member agencies to state whether or not it was the 
intent of their respective agencies to adopt the IRWMP.  Representatives from all but 
one of the RWMG member agencies were present at the hearing (see list of attendees on 
next page). In response to the question, all RWMG agencies present, including the two 
with statutory authority over the water supply (Castaic Lake Water Agency, and the 
Newhall County Water District) stated it was the intent of their respective agencies to 
adopt the IRWMP. Jeff Ford announced that the seventh member of the RWMG, the 
Valencia Water Company, had stated prior to the hearing that it was also their intent to 
adopt.  
 
Following these declarations, Jeff Ford asked if there were any other public comments. 
As there were no comments, he then asked if it was the will of the group to wait until 
July 30 to meet again to formally adopt the IRWMP.  Per Water Code Section 10541(d), 
the RWMG must adopt the plan not later than 30 days after the date of the hearing. As 
LA County Department of Public Works (LADPW) is not scheduled to go before the LA 
County Board of Supervisors until July 29 to get the authority necessary to formally 
adopt the plan, this will require waiting until July 30 if all members of the RWMG are to 
adopt the Plan.  Per the Water Code, a minimum of three members of the RWMG are 
required to adopt the Plan, as long as at least two of them have statutory authority over 
water supply. Although July 31 is the last possible date to officially adopt the Plan and 
technically it is not necessary to do so to comply with the Water Code, all RWMG 
member agencies indicated they preferred to wait for LADPW believing it important to 
have all seven agencies adopt the Plan.   
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Following this decision, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Participants in the meeting and their organizational affiliations included the following  
 

▪  Shirley Birosik, California Regional Water Quality Control Board 
▪  John Bodenchak, LA County Department of Public Works 
▪  Steve Cole, Newhall County Water District 
▪  Oliver Cramer, City of Santa Clarita 
▪  Jeff Ford, Castaic Lake Water Agency 
▪  Oliver Galang, LA County Flood Control District 
▪  Jerry Gladbach, Castaic Lake Water Agency  
▪  Cathy Hollomon, Santa Clarita Water Division of CLWA  
▪  Frank Kuo, LA County Flood Control District 
▪  Travis Lange, City of Santa Clarita 
▪  Dirk Marks, Castaic Lake Water Agency 
▪  Larry McKinney, RBF Consulting 
▪  Heather Merenda, City of Santa Clarita 
▪  Dave Perry, Supervisor Michael Antonovich’s Office 
▪  Karin Russell, Newhall County Water District 
▪  Mark Sillings, Moore Iacofano Goltsman, Inc.  
▪  Frank Simpson, Rivers and Mountains Conservancy 
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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES.. I

DEP ARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
"To Enrich Lives Through Effective and Caring Service"

DEAN D. EFSTATHIOU, Acting Director

900 SOUTH FREMONT A VENUE
ALHAMBRA, CALIFORNIA 9 i 803- i 33 1

Telephone: (626) 458-5 i 00

http://dpw.lacounty.goY
ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO:

P.O. BOX 1460
ALHAMBRA, CALIFORNIA 91802- i 460

IN REPLY PLEASE

REFER TO FILE: WM-6

July 29, 2008

ADOPTED
BoARD OF SUPERVISOS

CO OF LOS AM-'C;I.f.!'

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012

-84'" .,- AUG 052008

Dear Supervisors:

~ /J iæ /~f~ . ¿I. ,
. SACHe A. AM,A

EXECUTWE OFFI(

SUBJECT

ADOPT THE UPPER SANTA CLARA RIVER
INTEGRATED REGIONAL WATER MANAGEMENT PLAN

(SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT 5)
(3 VOTES)

This action is to authorize adoption of the Upper Santa Clara River Integrated Regional
Water Management Plan in accordance with Section 10541 of the California Water
Code.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD ACTING AS THE GOVERNING BODY
OF THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT:

1. Find that the proposed action is exempt from the provisions of the

California Environmental Quality Act for the reasons cited in this letter.

2. Authorize the Acting Chief Engineer of the Los Angeles County Flood

Control District or his designee to take the necessary action to adopt the
Upper Santa Clara River Integrated Regional Water Management Plan in
accordance with Section 10541 of the California Water Code.
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PUI''¡f'OSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The purpose of these recommended actions is to adopt the Upper Santa Clara River
Integrated Regional Water Management Plan (IRWMP). This Upper Santa Clara River
IRWMP was prepared under a joint effort between six public agencies, including the
Losl\ngeles County Flood Control District (LACFCD). These agencies have executed
a Memorandum of;,Understanding to form the Santa Clara River Watershed Regional
Water Management.: Group in accordance with State guidelines to address regional
water'supply needs, protect and improve water quality, provide flood management, and
protect the environment. The Upper Santa Clara River IRWMP will guide regional
efforts to meet these objectives and improve local entities' competitiveness for State
and Federal grant funds. .

Implementation of StrateQic Plan Goals

The Countywide Strategic Plan directs the provision of Organizational Effectiveness
lG()8\ 3) and Fiscal Responsibility (Goal 4) by utilizing a collaborative effort to
implement projects and by actively seeking grant funds to augment the County's funding
sources.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

There will be no impact to the County General Fund.

The Upper Santa Clara River IRWMP is an advisory document and, upon its adoption,
will have no funding obligation on the LACFCD.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

The Integrated Regional Water Management Planning Act of 2002, as codified in
California Water Code Section 10530 through Section 10546, provides the framework
for preparation and adoption of IRWMPs in the State. California Water Code Section
10541(c) requires publication of a Notice of Intention to adopt an IRWMP in accordance
with Government Code Section 6066 if three or more participants in the group propose
to adopt an IRWMP. Additionally, California Water Code Section 10541 (d) requires a
determination to adopt an IRWMP after holding a public hearing.

On May 1, 2007, your Board authorized the LACFCD to enter into a Memorandum of
Understanding with the City of Santa Clarita, Castaic Lake Water Agency,
Santa Clarita Water Division, Santa Clarita Valley Sanitation District, Newhall County
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Water District, and Valencia Water Company to form the Upper Santa Clara River
Watershed Regional Water Management Group.

The Regional Water Management Group worked collaboratively with local stakeholders
in the development and the preparation of the Upper Santa Clara River IRWMP in
accordance with State guidelines to address regional water supply needs, protect and
improve water quality, provide flood management, protect the environment, and
establish a data management system to monitor the progress of these objectives. The
Upper Santa Clara River IRWMP was completed on May 30, 2008, and a public hearing
regarding the Upper Santa Clara River IRWMP adoption was held on July 1, 2008. The
Regional Water Management Group conducted the hearing, which was held at Hart Hall
located at 24151 North San Fernando Road, Newhall, California.

Adoption of the Upper Santa Clara River IRWMP will guide regional efforts to meet
long-term water resource needs and will improve local entities' competitiveness for
State and Federal grant funds, including implementation grant funding under
Proposition 84 and Proposition 1 E. It will encourage a regional approach to water
resource management by establishing collaborative watershed-based efforts. It will also
establish a framework to secure and administer future funding for water resource-
related projects.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

Adoption of the Upper Santa Clara River IRWMP is statutorily exempt from the
provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to
Section 15262 of the CEQA Guidelines and Section 307.8.(7) of the Environmental
Reporting Procedures and Guidelines adopted by your Board on November 17, 1987.
This exemption provides for feasibiliy or planning studies for possible future actions,
which have not been approved, adopted, or funded.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

There will be no adverse impact on current County services or projects as a result of
this action.

Adoption of the Upper Santa Clara River IRWMP will encourage interagency
cooperation to address water issues identified within the plan on a regional leveL.
Projects included within the adopted Upper Santa Clara River IRWMP will be more
competitive for State funding.
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CONCLUSION

Please return three adopted copies of this letter to the Department of Public Works,
Watershed Management Division.

Respectfully submitted,

. _~ (JcÆ'- c-
l DEAN D. EFSTATHIOU
/ Acting Director of Public Works

DDE
MP:lm

c: County Counsel

P:\wmpub\Secretarial\2008 Documents\Board Letters\draft letter IRWMP Upper Santa Clara.doc\C08157
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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

"To Enrich Lives Through Effective and Caring Service"

DEAN D. EFSTATHIOU, Acting Director

900 SOUTH FREMONT A VENUE
ALHAMBRA, CALIFORNIA 9 I 803- I 33 i

Telephone: (626) 458-5 100
http://dpw.lacounty.gol'

ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO:
P.O. BOX 1460

ALHAMBRA, CALIFORNIA 91802-1460September 18, 2008
IN REPLY PLEASE

REFER TO FILE: WM-1

Mr. Dan Masnada
Upper Santa Clara River

Regional Water Management Group
Castaic Lake Water Agency
27234 Bouquet Canyon Road
Santa Clarita, CA 91350

Dear Mr. Masnada:

ADOPTION OF THE UPPER SANTA CLARA RIVER WATERSHED
INTEGRATED REGIONAL WATER MANAGEMENT PLAN

On August 5, 2008, the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors, acting as the governing
body of the Los Angeles County Flood Control District (LACFCD), voted unanimously to
delegate authority to the Acting Chief Engineer of the LACFCD to adopt the Upper
Santa Clara River Watershed Integrated Regional Water Management Plan (IRWMP)
(enclosed). Acting on that delegated authority, the LACFCD hereby joins the other
agencies in the Regional Water Management Group in formally adopting the IRWMP.

The Upper Santa Clara River Watershed IRWMP provides an important framework for
collaboration and implementation of projects that address regional water resource needs. i
applaud the efforts of the agencies, stakeholder groups, and individuals who participated in
developing the IRWMP and look forward to continuing to work with local stakeholders
during the next phase of the planning process.

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact me at (626) 458-4008
or your staff may contact Mr. Mark Pestrella at (626) 458-4300 or
mpestrel (Qdpw .Iacounty .gov.

Very truly yours,

DEAN D. EFSTATHIOU
Act~eer, ~. eles County Flood Control District

"-/~-2) ~~~~ ~
DIEGO C"NA -
Deputy Director

JB:sw
P:lwmpublSecretarial12008 DocumentslLeiiersladop.upper santa clara river ¡rwmp.doc'C08332WATERSHED MAN DMSlON

Enc.



UPPER SANTA CLARA RIVER 
INTEGRATED REGIONAL WATER MANAGEMENT PLAN  

REGIONAL WATER MANAGEMENT GROUP 
 

Adoption Meeting 
July 30, 2008 

Castaic Lake Water Agency 
Meeting Summary  

 
The purpose of this was to consider whether or not the USCR Regional Water 
Management Group (RWMG) should adopt the Final Upper Santa Clara River 
Integrated Regional Water Management Plan (Final IRWMP). The RWMG had 
previously held a public hearing on July 1, 2008, at Hart Hall to consider the adoption of 
the Final IRWMP.  In accordance with Water Code Section 10541 (d), a decision to adopt 
the plan by the RWMG must be made within 30 days of the public hearing.  
 
Jeff Ford from the Castaic Lake Water Agency led the meeting. Representatives from all 
but one of the RWMG member agencies were present at the meeting (the Rivers and 
Mountains Conservancy representative called in on the telephone for the meeting). Jeff 
Ford noted that the seventh voting member of the RWMG, the Los Angeles County 
Flood Control District, would have the Final IRMWP as an item for approval at their 
August 5, 2008 Board of Supervisors meeting, so they would not be voting on the item 
at this meeting.  Jeff Ford asked for any comments on the Final IRMWP prior to a vote 
and Steve Cole of the Newhall County Water District thanked everyone for their work 
on getting the plan prepared and approved. With that comment a motion to approve 
the Final IRWMP was made and was seconded.  A voice vote was taken and the Final 
IRWMP was approved without a dissenting vote.  
 
After the vote, there was a brief discussion regarding the need for a meeting of the 
RWMG to plan the next steps in the IRWMP process and to discuss Proposition 84 
funding, .  
 
Following this discussion the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Participants in the meeting and their organizational affiliations included the following  

 
▪ Jackie Bick, Office of State Senator George Runner 
▪ John Bodenchak, LA County Department of Public Works 
▪ Steve Cole, Newhall County Water District 
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▪ Oliver Cramer, City of Santa Clarita 
▪ Bob DiPrimio, Valencia Water Company 
▪ Jeff Ford, Castaic Lake Water Agency 
▪ Cathy Hollomon, Santa Clarita Water Division of CLWA 
▪ Mauricio Guardado, Santa Clarita Water Division of CLWA 
▪ Bruce Hamamoto, LA County Flood Control District 
▪ Dirk Marks, Castaic Lake Water Agency 
▪ Dan Masnada, Castaic Lake Water Agency 
▪ Heather Merenda, City of Santa Clarita 
▪ Dave Perry, Supervisor Michael Antonovich’s Office 
▪ Karin Russell, Newhall County Water District 
▪ Tim Worley, Rivers and Mountains Conservancy (by telephone) 
▪ Mary Zauner, Santa Clarita Valley Sanitation District 
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Stakeholders  
 
General Purpose Agencies 
City of Camarillo 
City of Fillmore 
City of Moorpark 
City of Ojai 
City of Oxnard 
City of Port Hueneme  
City of Santa Paula 
City of Simi Valley 
City of Thousand Oaks 
City of Ventura 
Ventura County Executive Office 
Ventura County General Services Agency 
Ventura County Resource Management Agency 
 
Water Suppliers/Wastewater Management/ 
Special Districts 
Calleguas Municipal Water District 
Camarillo Sanitary District 
Camrosa Water District 
Casitas Municipal Water District 
Fillmore Irrigation Company 
Fox Canyon Groundwater Management Agency 
Golden State Water Company 
Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Agency 
Ojai Valley Sanitary District 
Ojai Valley Water Conservation District 
Pleasant Valley County Water District 
Saticoy Sanitary District 
Triunfo Sanitation District 
United Water Conservation District 
Ventura County Watershed Protection District 
Ventura County Waterworks Districts  
Ventura Regional Sanitation District 
Zone Mutual Water Company 
 
Business Organizations 
Building Industry Association 
Farm Bureau of Ventura County 
Ventura County Economic Development  
  Association 
 
Recreational and Open Space Entities 
California Department of Parks and Recreation  
Conejo Recreation and Park District 
Pleasant Valley Recreation and Park District 
Rancho Simi Recreation and Park District 
Santa Monica Mountains Recreation &  
  Conservation Authority 
 
Regulatory Agencies 
California Coastal Commission 
California Department of Fish and Game 
Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
 
Other Agencies/Organizations 
Association of Water Agencies of Ventura County 
California Coastal Conservancy 
California Department of Transportation  
California Department of Water Resources 
California Native Plant Society 
California Wildlife Conservation Board 
Environmental Defense Center 
Friends of the Santa Clara River 
Hansen Trust 
Matilija Coalition 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Nature Conservancy 
Ojai Valley Land Conservancy 
Naval Base Ventura County 
Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy 
Surfrider Foundation 
Trust for Public Land 
U.S. Forest Service 
Ventura County Resource Conservation District 
Ventura Hillsides Conservancy 
Wetlands Recovery Project 

 
 
 
 
 
 
June 12, 2008 
 
 
Upper Santa Clara River Regional Water Management Group 
c/o Jeff Ford  
Castaic Lake Water Agency 
27234 Bouquet Canyon Road 
Santa Clarita, CA 91350 
 
Dear Mr. Ford: 
 
We are writing to express the support of the Watersheds Coalition of 
Ventura County for the Upper Santa Clara River Integrated Regional 
Water Management Plan (IRWMP).  The document outlines goals, 
policies, and projects for implementation in the Upper Santa Clara 
River Watershed that have the potential to benefit the Lower Santa 
Clara River Watershed, which are contained in the adopted Watersheds 
Coalition of Ventura County IRWMP.   
 
We recognize that our planning efforts are linked and that our mutual 
success will be enhanced by working together and integrating aspects of 
our plans and projects.  It is vital that our two portions of the watershed 
work together, share ideas, and strive to find projects with mutual 
benefit.  We look forward to working with you and your stakeholders as 
both of our regions move forward with implementation of our plans. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to support your plan and your efforts. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

                              
Sue Hughes     Dee Zinke 
Co-chair     Co-chair 
 

cc. Hector Bordas, Los Angeles County Public Works Department 
Tracie Billington, Department of Water Resources 
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